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MAXMEDIA PRESENTS 
 

Some things you cannot explain , you can only experience! Such was my experience with the Aretai  
Contra 100s Speakers and I hope we can bring to you a similar experience in such a large and 
complicated space,, its not by any means a typical room. Audio Products for this meeting are:  

SPEAKERS : ARETAI CONTRA 100S in Black with the White Trim. - RRP $18,495  

AMPLIFIER : CIRCLE LABS A200 Integrated Amplifier - RRP $18,495 

SOURCE : INNUOS - ZEN NEXT GEN  - RRP - From $19,800 

DAC: FEZZ - EQUINOX PRESTIGE RRP RRP $6,499  

SPEAKER & XLR CABLE - VIABLUE SC-6 from $2,400 -2MTR set XLR NFS6 XLR from $1800 1MTR set 

1

1



Nov 9 SYDNEY AUDIO CLUB

Recent Reviews : 
Aretai Contra 100s : 
 https://www.fairaudio.de/test/aretai-contra-100s-kompaktlautsprecher/ 
http://hifiknights.com/reviews/speakers/aretai-contra-100s/ 
https://pt.audio/2023/08/18/aretai-contra-100s-loudspeakers-review/ 
https://www.audioholics.com/bookshelf-speaker-reviews/aretai-contra-100s 

Circle Labs A200: 
https://the-ear.net/review-hardware/circle-labs-a200-for-ears-feet-heart/ 
http://hifiknights.com/reviews/amplifiers/circle-labs-a200/ 
https://pt.audio/2022/02/04/circle-labs-a200-integrated-amplifier-review/#google_vignette 
https://positive-feedback.com/reviews/hardware-reviews/circle-labs-a200-integrated-amplifier-
thank-you/ 

INNUOS ZEN NG 
https://www.hifipig.com/innuos-zen-next-gen/ 
https://www.hiddenhome.tech/innuos-zen-ng-review/ 
https://hifiplus.com/articles/innuos-zen-next-gen/ 
https://www.facebook.com/puristaudiochina/videos/review-of-new-innuos-zen-ng/
1573787810162454/ 
https://hifi-ifas.de/test-innuos-zen-next-gen-mit-phoenix-usb-board-high-end-musikserver-und-
streamer-mit-neuer-technik-und-neuem-look 

VIABLUE SC-6 AIR  
https://hometheaterhifi.com/reviews/audio-cables/viablue-audio-cable-review/ 

https://tmraudio.com/blog/the-art-of-making-cables-with-viablue/#:~:text=Performance & Sound 
Characteristics,informative, well-presented experience. 

FEZZ EQUINOX PRESTIGE is very new and no reviews as yet, please see reviews below on the 
standard model.  

STANDARD : https://www.stereophile.com/content/fezz-equinox-da-processor 
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ARETAI CONTRA 100S STANDMOUNT LOUDSPEAKERS 
 

100S 
The Aretai Contra 100S is a 2.5-way, full range 
standmount/bookshelf loudspeaker with a bi-
pole radiation pattern and sealed enclosure. The 
Contra 100S has two 6” drivers to deliver bass 
response down to 30Hz. Aretai deliberately 
designed a sealed enclosure to keep the bass tight. They have a distinctive custom-designed horn 
waveguide and a neodymium tweeter which delivers high frequencies up to 25kHz. The terminals 
are suitable for bi-amping. 
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Designed for smaller and 
medium-sized rooms, the 
compact Aretai Contra 100S 
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ARETAI CONTRA 100S SPECIFICATIONS 
Closed passive 2.5-way passive stand/desktop speaker 
Frequency range, Hz: 32 –30 000 
Nominal power, Watts: 100 
Sensitivity, dB/1m/2.83V: 85 
Nominal impedance, Ohms: 4 
Dimensions, cm: H40/W21/D25 
Net weight single speaker, kg: 15 
24 carat gold plated speaker terminals 
Vibration decoupling pad 
Optional Bi-wiring /Bi-amping connectors (2 terminal pairs) 
Finishes & Options: Standard: black semi-matt enclosure with white waveguide.  
Options: Painted glossy (polished) finish. Veneered semi-matt finish. Veneered glossy (polished) 
finish. Bespoke custom finish. 

CIRCLE LABS A200 INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER  

The A200 is  Hybrid Design with a simple remote 
control.The A200 amplifier’s output is 120 Watts into eight 
Ohms and (200W into four Ohms). The power amplifier 
stage is a true dual-mono design, it has separate toroidal 
transformers and power supplies, with a combined 
capacitance of 200,000µf.  
The power amplifier is based around JFETs, driving a 
bipolar output stage in push/pull mode. The preamp stage, 
incorporates vacuum tubes, a pair of Siemens 8100 tubes 
were installed by so you could indulge in some ‘tube 
rolling’, such as the Genalex E88CC tubes. 

CIRCLE LABS A200 SPECIFICATIONS 
Analogue inputs: 3x RCA, XLR, pre in 
Speaker outputs: WBT binding posts Power Output: 120W/8 Ohms; 200W/4 Ohms  
(HxWxD): 176 x 430 x 376mm Weight: 23kg 
Warranty: 2 years - Black Only  
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Does the A200 sound as 
good as it looks? It does 
come down to a good 
speaker match.
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INNUOS ZEN NG  
The Innuos Next-Gen is the brand’s a high-end streaming offering with a host of innovative new 
features to maximise sound quality and usability. We have presented this item before however the 
plan was to bring in the new Stream Series which are on back order. 
A little about the Innuos Range as the PULSE series and the ZEN MK3 series are now “finished” no 
longer available ex factory. There may be a handful of demo models out there,, the list of has been 
shrinking. Where the new range surprises some with pricing, where its is excelling in is performance 
in function and sound and the ability to adapt the product to suit your needs, the new offer is 
superb and offers a high end performance that would be difficult to match. One can use as a 
Streamer or a Server or Both. Now you can expand with the module slot it is called Modular 
Architecture and you can configure the ZEN Next-Gen as a Music Server/Streamer, Server-only or 
Streamer-only easily. Choose to have no internal drives, or up to a maximum of 16TB SSD storage. 
Leverage the ZEN as a premium streamer through an optional Digital Audio Output slot for different 
modules such as PhoenixUSB, PhoenixI2S, or SPDIF 
boards and as you demand more the ZEN ng is now 
Upgradeable. The modular construction of the chassis 
and components means the ZEN Next-Gen can be 
upgraded to a ZENith Next-Gen in the future for even 
better sound quality and performance so you want 
better, you can have better.  
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BLACK OR SILVER 
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FEZZ - EQUINOX PRESTIGE TUBE DAC EMPOWERED BY LAMPIZATOR 
The Fezz Equinox Prestige is a high-end, Lampizator-designed tube DAC celebrated for its detailed, 
airy, and holographic sound, with a clean mid-range and tight, controlled bass. It is equipped with 
balanced XLR and RCA outputs and a user-replaceable tube for sound customization, offering a 
significant step up in sound quality, especially in balanced systems. Most reviewers note that it 
provides a high-end performance for its price point, with excellent detail, dynamics, and an 
immersive soundstage, we simply love it. The premier of the first Equinox digital-to-analog 
converter from Fezz Audio was one of the highlights of last year for us and  the product itself was an 
interesting proposition, as it was the first and only DAC in the company's lineup. But it was flavored 
by the fact that it was designed by one of the world's most recognized Polish designers, Łukasz 
Fikus, known as LampizatOr. So you will also find the logo of this company on the front of the 
Equinox model. When we sat down and explained how much we enjoyed the product but we had a 
need for a Balanced Version, we were met with an enthusiastic smile and a yes, we will be working 
on it and we were truly delighted on our first listen six months later.. As far as DAC value for money, 
$6499 is not chump change but when you compare it to models twice the price you soon realise 
what a bargain you are currently listening to and it is a product that you will enjoy for hours on end 
as a musical marvel.  
Equinox Prestige EVO D/A converter empowered by Lampizator 
Tube type: 2x ECC82/12AU7   
Digital inputs: USB type B, 2x S/PDIF, Coaxial 
Output: 1x RCA, 1x XLR  
Opamp: Burr Brown PCM 1794  
S/PDIF Receiver: Asahi Kasei AKM4118 
Oversampling:No  
Weight 8 kg & Dimensions355x380x100 mm 
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VIABLUE  - CABLES - Top of their line.  
 VIABLUE™ SC-6 AIR Silver-Series speaker cables are our reference cables for a First Class 
listening experience. They treat you to a pure sound and crystal clear acoustic patterns, brilliant 
highs and powerful basses. A striking distinction of all frequencies creates a wide and open stage. 
6 single conductors are assembled in a circular array around a main Air Pipe. They so separately 
transmit high, middle and low frequencies. Each of these conductors contains 6 single conductors, 
which are also arranged in a circular fashion around additional isolating Air Pipes. 
The set-up of combining air pipes with transmitting strands ensures a physical separation of the 
conductors and thus of all frequencies. The result: No disturbing temporary hold of electrical 
charges, so-called capacity, within the cable. The Air Pipe system also prevents inductance, 
unwanted magnetic fields. 
VIABLUE™ SC-6 AIR Silver-Series speaker cables guarantee a complete and fast signal transmission 
true to the original. Enjoy brilliantly isolated musical elements and impressive timbres. 
Hear every single detail 
684 single strands made of pure OFC copper 
36 single conductors: 6 single conductors pooled in each of the 6 main conductors 
10 air pipes 
Ø 26 mm 
VIABLUE™ NF-S6 AIR Silver RCA/XLR  analog cable: Our reference audio cable for a First Class 
listening experience. Specifically designed for the transmission of analog signals, NF-S6 AIR cables 
provide a clear, natural and perfectly well rounded sound. All frequencies are rendered in great 
detail and true to the original. 
The unique structure of the NF-S6 AIR includes an Air Pipe System, which creates an air-filled space 
in the center of 12 conductors. These conductors form a perfect circle around an Air Pipe. This set-
up allows for a complete separation of the conductors, which forms the basis of a complete and 
fast signal transmission true to the original. 
The result: No disturbing temporary hold of electrical charges, so-called capacity, within the cable. 
The Air Pipe system also prevents inductance, unwanted magnetic fields. This leads to a rapid and 
pure transmission of all signals and full sound patterns. 
Transmission of analog signals with a natural and perfectly well rounded sound 
2x 6 signal conductors consisting of each 19 
silver-plated OFC copper strands 
6 shields: 100% interference free 
3 ALU-PET golden foil shields 
3 contra-rotating tinned OFC copper spiral 
shields 
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